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Kttt'LATlONfl against nnnplnco bathing atiUs, linstock- -

inged calvns ntnl such thing dlil not apply on Iho prlVHto

beaih of Iho prlvntn school maintained by tho Mlssea
Bralnerd. "Kellnrman" out II in aro, of cnurao, mi sensible iitul
nane for the fotrm no anything inoro tlmn nature's own cuttcla
could ha; only In spols whero ninlo uym may see need thoro
to any restrictions against thorn. Ami main oyoa aouliln't i
nt thn IlmlniTil Iiosch.

That It, male nyo shouldn't havo seen. Tor tlicro wns no
approach from land except through thn grounds nixl IiulldlriH
of the seminary, find from His sea no boat cuuld coino within
n quarter mll hiicatmo tlm slops wn no gradual. Hwlminuni
wore hold hark by wlro ropes whleh onrlnicd tho bnrdera of
tlin ostsli, nml tlm girls wore held wllliln tlm conmion of ropou
far Inaldu thote cables.

So tho pretty naiads from ovnry Ktnto In tlm Union, milking
tip tho personnel of Uio llrnliioiil Institute of cnliiiro, nrudl-lin-

mental buffing, ethleul refining ami pirUual conditioning,
lolled on tun snobbish sands nnd pranked In tlm preempted
water, Blghlntcly secure from tliillllni; Intrusion.

livery diiy was laillun' dny. It was monotonous, but It was
invlnlntn. And youth llnda Ur distractions In no mutter what
circumstances find within nny Ifnrrlnrn of confinement.

) Thero wnro always wntortlmld nnon to durk nml flplnsh,
nnd hronsl-Mrok- o rncoii (o bo waged, nnd imodlclno-lml- l seti to
Jio contested. Tho trliimphH wnro hollow, as nil triumphs n.
ways must l,o unless some element of romance may enter
pomnwhoro; nnd thn rinfeatn wnro
ntlngloss In tliu tamo ratio. Not
that tho glrlH wero lovesick or
men-crazy- , but tltoy wcro from bIx-too-

on to twenty, nnd thoy would
linvo thought, talked and handled
tho follows hnd thoy boon on u
innlcless desert Island.

A mllo or inoro off was n mili-

tary ncadomy.
Any reader who has gono tlum

far In thin nnrrnttvo must havn
guessed Hint a mnlo school had to
bo noar tho Ilrnlnurd hnvon. Tho
iilttintlon lit too put for any profes-

sional short-slor- wrltor to pass
up, nnd tho long preliminary nbout
liow carefully tho girls wnro guard-

ed ngnlnat tho man must hnva
wlgwnggcd to tho alort
that tho point or this tnlo

will bn nt least ono Itomoo running
tho blockado. llloso you, Hint's ox--

actly what It Ib to bo.
In order, howovor, to mnko tho

ultuntlon moro plaualblo, wo will

roveal that tho Mlssos Bralnord's nnlBhing school was on

a bnr.k of tho Hudoon. And ovoryono knowB that tho

banka ot tho Hudson nro Btrown with private schools

ovon as tho "sign hero" lino is punctuatod with dotfl, bo It
was qulto lostcal that tho Custor Cavalry Academy ahoum

lio nearly.
1 For many a your tho MIbsob nrnlnerd had lost Blcop

through thin proplnqiilt. Sub-dob- a entrusted to tholr

chnperonago and tutulngo had to bo gnardod llko so many
impllii of bo many oyes, not to say pupils of ono school.

And, over tho hurdles ot watchfulness, thcro hnd now nnd

...i ..nninir roninncos botwoon tho charmlnc maldons

Dralnord nnd tho .IobIiIiik youths of Custer.

In addition to their duty ns sentrlos ovor tho nffalrB of tholr

charges, tho Mlsson Urnlnnrd had n conBtltutlonal hostility

ngalnst contact of tho boxos. Thoy v.xro splnsten. by disposi-

tion, clinlco nnd estate Thoy hnd never, thomsolVvJ, oxporl-onre- d

nny urgo or oven tolemnco toward that popular mystery

labeled "lovo," nnd they fought It ns thoy did mosqultos, bollor

oxptoslons, tho llu or nny othor of tho pestiferous perils ot llfo

In n world which thoy unfortunatoly could not shape nccordlng

to tholr ect tdcas.
Thoy had frequently conferred with Jlajor Qarrolson,

nt Custor, ovor clandcstlno approaolioa ot his boya nnd

tholr girls.

Tho major, a hearty old vet who understood young follows,

had In tho bust ot faith promised that ho would do his host to
keep tho ndoloscent ravnllorn who woro tho uniform of his es-

tablishment from nnnoylng tho slstora nrnlnord and from flirt-

ing with tho glrta ot Uralnord. Hut ho nlwnya told tho agitated
Bchooltnlstresaoa Uiat all that ho could do and all that thoy

could do, combined, would never qulto accomplish tho wish they
oxproasod, that tholr girls should go through tholr ecmofltcra
without as much ns Booing man.

"Ladles," Uio mnjor Bald, "I rocognlro nnd thoroughly ap-

prove your policy. And 1 shall do all within my power to holp

you maintain It. Mut, though you know girls bolter than 1 nm
ufrnld 1 do. 1 might venturo to say that I know boya, after hav
Ing been uno myself, nnd after havlnc rearod succeeding gen-

erations ot them.
".My lads nre, largely, ot tho spirited typo. Thoy como of

tho wealthier classes, precocious, assertive.
"Thoy know thnt, loss than n mllo off, aro a hundred protty

young women. Thoy know that theso young women hnvo been
placod whero they nro with tho understanding that thoy nro to

be kept away from malo associations. They know that walls
nnd chains nnd cables and bars havo boon put up around thoso
girls to kcop boys my boya ob woll na othors, ond probably

inoro no from thorn.
"Now, what spunky young chaps In such circumstances

could do lees thnn try to meet thoso girls?"
To this tho MUsas Urnlnerd always shook tholr heads nnd

proepod their bloodless lips together and audibly wondered why
theeo wilful lmys should be no Insubordinate, whon they know
that they were specifically forbidden to mnko advances toward
tho Uralaerd students. The major tried to hint, gently and
gallantly, that maybo thnt wng Just why tho hoys schemed nnd
conspired to court tho Ilrntnord studentK. Hut thnt was

to tho academic Indies, and en ha never pressed
the point.

Tho major, In truth, did not oncourngo or oven condono such
broaches, for his rules were, tochnlrally, as strict as tho othors".
Hut bo lost no sloop over It. Ho had realized that eternal vigi-
lance can carry on only bo far. And ho know that novor In his-
tory had a nation, at war. boon nblo to Biistal a blockado that
Uio enumy could not ponotrnto, not to sponk of perfecting n 100
per cent Chlnosn wall between a hoys school nnd a girls' school.

In Winter the problem wasn't so knotty and spotty. Hut
in tho Spring, when tho buds began to bloom, when romanco

nnd adveniiiro nnd hanky-pank- ornrk'ed In tho nlr, when swim-
ming time Invited Into tho water and strolling tlmo beckoned
Into the liy pal lis and tho forest pnlrbes, tho night-guar- d was
doulilud und tho tiny-watc- wan strengthened.

There was no village within easy distance, and so there was
tin mutual ground whero the students ot tho two Institutions
could have easily met. The Cimtur boys were given brier loevn
from time to time, but tho Mralnenl girls never crossed tho out-tios-

of their own grounds except to go to their hnmoe for
holidays and term periods, at whlr-- times thoy wern tnkon cn
masse In buses to the nearest station, nml thero seen aboard.

Hut Iti eight years eleven Custom had merrled ns many
Ilralnerdi ns thp happy outroinn of romance Initiated In school-da- y

meetings, and In snversl of theso lnstanreH there had boon
otoiwHitiiiUi before school was "out.'' Ono o. thoso had engaged
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tho Intorests of tho newspapers through tbo wholo land, due

to the prominence of the young hoiruss and tho athletic fame of

tho young horo. nml this had caused untold anguish unto the
slstors llrnlnerd. had ussurod Major Oarrolson that tho
reputation of their school, tho reputation they had so nssiduously,
consistently and painfully atrlveu to ostnblish. hnd been shred-

ded by this most deplorably notorious Incident.
Tho major roddened and was nbout to say that maybe

mothera ot cadets wore Just ns perturbed about having their
irons rush seminary girls ns tho girls' mothers might bo to
liovo them woood by uniformed youths. But ho only said that
ho was forry so deoply sorry; it had, lndood, been oxtremely
unfortunate.

And now Summer was on. Juno had como. And .lunn
was tho month or mlschlof and mating. With tho near ap-

proach or tho iichool year-end- , thero was, nt tho same already
unpropltlous tlmo, n nag iu school efficiency and an obb In
disciplinary iimralu.

A noto from a Custer boy to ono of tho uomlnary
girls In a packago of oxcolslor had been Intercepted. Tho note
Indicated that tho wrltor hnd nlroady met tho wrltce twice.
Tho packago had been mailed by tho cadet to a friend In a
distant city, to bo addressed thero nnd rcmnllcd to tho girl,
bo tho postmark might got it by. But it had been oponod,
as 'wore all parcels nnd nil loiters unless they were In
envelopes especially designed by tho Ilralnerds nnd sup-
plied to families of tholr tharges.

Ono of tho girls had been betrayed by a Uralnord house
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whom ehe hnd given a letter to b2 mailed outsldo,

o a student officer at Custer. The omployoe, llko
nerd servnnts, had been trained In the almost air--

system of tho seminary, and she had turned tho
communication In to "tho offlco." With nstonished

Misses Dralncrd read:
8."

Julia Laven was summoned to tho principals' offlco.

She readily admitted having sont Uio noto. But Bho re-

fused flatly to lntorprot It or to discuss how sho had como to
be acquainted with tho Custer boy for whom It was meant.

Tho major was Immediately advised. A message was sent
to tho effect that, because ot tho misbehavior ot ono of his
students, a hitherto unblcmiehed young woman was about to
bo dismissed from the seminary In disgrace, a fortnight or less
boforo commencement, eans diploma, sans honorable discharge,
sans tho lily-whit- e perfection which must clotho every girl
who would march forth from Bratnerd with the other spotless
ones.
' Tho major listened and bollwd.

Then ho thought It ovor a moment, banged his hairy fist
upon hia desk, ordered a car and rodo over to Bralnerd. 'A
watchwomnn held him up at tho gate and gavo him a pleco
of paper with printed questions as to whom ho might be and
what he might want, which ho was to fill out beforo ho could
bo admitted. But the major handed it back through tho
pigeonhole, nnd, beforo tho eyes of tho astonished matron, ho
vaulted bis puffy figure right over tho fonco nnd Btarted up

rnrrriiht. lt2 lyr InltrnatloniU rture Sprrlce, Inc. Grtt Britain nithti nejerrfd.

tho gravol nath toward tho administration headquarters In'
Btaccato strides.

Into tho office of tho porturbed Misses Bralnerd ho camo
llko a bombshell. Tho spinsters, who woro "In conforencp,"
ncldulously yammering ovor tho oklddlng and downfall of Julia
Lnvon, woro flabbergasted us tho pudgy military man wucoled
right and entered, saluted and said:

"What Is tho moaning of tho communication which I Just
received?''

There wcro a couple of gasped "whys," and tho cider Miss
Bralnerd rose to her feet.

"Men aro not permitted
m uioso grounds, Major,"
she quavered.

"Tommyrot, madame,"
a n s w o r o d tho Msjor
"Thero nro a lot ot things
not permitted In thoso
grounds that 1 cannot sub-
scribe, to. Howovor, hero
1 nm. Now, Blnco you havo
notified mo that ono of
my boys has caused you
great anxtoty nnd has
brought a great Injury
upon ono of your girls, I
havo n right to know what
it'B all about."

"But "
"Yes, ma'am. I concede

whatever you aro about to
say, boforo you say It.
Now, what'B tho rumpuB?"

And the Mnjor sat down.
One or tho Bralnords,

capitulating in view ot tho
tho defenselossness of tho
institution ngalnst rough
men who might force their
way In, laconically handed
tho noto to tho Major. Ho
read it soveral times.

"What tho what does
it mean?" he asked.

"Wo do not know,"
answered ono of tho
schoolmistresses.

"Why not nslt tho girl?"
"Wo did. Sho ntubbom-l- y

refuses to decipher It.
We would suggest that you
nsk tho young scrapegraco
to whom it was

Tho Major laughed aloud.
'You don't think, I hope,

that ono of my lads a
soldier and a gentleman-wo- uld

reveal what a lady
wrote him in codo?"

"If ho doesn't, sir, he
nhould bo summarily dis-
missed."

"And if he does, mad-
ame, he'll be drummed out
of Custer. Rood heavens,
ladles, haven't you any
sense of honor at nil? Is
thero nothing to you In
this llfo except that rub-
bish that you worship,
which you erroneously
choose to stamp as pro-
priety? You would ask a
man to violato a confidence
with a girl who trusted
hlra at loast as far nB to
nrrango a cipher with him?
Well, you may; I will
not."

"Your attitude, sir, Is
qulto Incredible Ono ot
your students has violated
ovcry rulo of our school
nnd your's, it wo may be--

llovo what you havo said
heretofore and you propose to lot him off scot free?"

"Not at all. I proposo to reprimand him. But I do not pro-
pose to intrude on his privilege of privacy, not to mention on
tho young woman's even more sacred rights to her own secrets.
And I should advlso that you pursue tho samo policy, If I may
make a suggestion."

"Wo thank you for tho suggestion. We had considered deal-
ing lightly with Julia with Miss Laven It sho had explained
tho slgnlflcunco ot those numerals, It Is near to graduation
and a light Infraction might bo forgiven. But, as long as she
will not enlighten us, we nro qulto unablo to Judge tho gravity
of thn offense. How do wo know that sho has not mot this boy,
and that this noto, it properly Interpreted, would uncover tnls?"

"Very well, ladles, work it out. But, plcaso, do not look to
me ror nny substantial assistance. I am as whole-heartedl-

ngalnst laxity and indiscriminate association or tho sexes under
unfavorable conditions as you could be. But I cannot and will
not grant that when a fine lad and an upstanding girl become
acquainted and begin courting or billing or swcotheartlng, that
It must be wrong, por so. Good day."

The sisters 6at Bllent for a while. When they recovered
their asthmatic breaths, they talked and talked, nnd finally
agreed that perhaps the good ot tho school might bo best served
if Julia Laven woro denied nil privileges .until graduation but
permitted to remain and go with hor certificate and tho other
girls, out ot tho llfo of tho Bralnerds.

"Word to this effect was sont to Julia, who was already pre-
paring to go home. Sho Inquired why this unexpected reprievo
had come, Just bofore tho execution, Tho Misses Bralnerd
deigned to oxplaln thnt It was Justice plain Justice, Tho com-

mandant ot Custer had refused to dismiss tho boy to whom the
note had been addressed. Why, then, should tho girl boar nil
tho punt3hment for an offenso that must have been ,

in a mcasuro at least?
"Oh, pshaw'' exclaimed Julia, stamping her foot.
Tho spinsters looked nt her In astonishment.
"Just ono question," said Julia. "Did Tom I mean did the

gentleman to whom I addressod tho letter did ho tell what
it meant?"

"Probably not. When the Major left here he had refused
to oven ask him."

"Oh, then, Tom doosn't know what tho noto contained?"
"I'robably not. We trust not."
And Julia stamped her other foot.
"It's too late to mend It then, I nupposo. Now I'll tell you

the truth about It. Toin and I are engaged havo boon for years
and years. Our parents know all about it, and approve And
If you think that '3 at S' means anything spoony or surreptitious-
ly romantic, ycu are In error. It is only a tip on the horses.

"A what? On which?"
"Oh, como to llfo. Don't you know that tho girls yes, the

Bralnerd girls for a decado havo been betting on horses, and
managing to get their mcraey placed? I have a friend In Chi-
cago who gets tho most wondorful Information. So I havo been
letting Tommy in on sorao ot it.

"Tho words '3 at 8' mean to bet the third raco at Belmont,
which Is track 8 In a private list wo compiled. He would scan
tho horses in that raco and bet the ono ho has on the opposite
side ot the list who runs In that race. It's a horso namo
Maybloom and Eho's a pip. Why don't you girls put down
piker's portion and play her across the boards? Sho's a "

But tho Bralnerd sisters were retreating backward.


